WALTER FAMILY. Of Kent. 30 May 2019. 


Our earliest mentioned Walter family ancestor? 

The Kent Lay Subsidy of 1334 contains just 11,016 names (mostly 
householders) in the whole of Kent who were subject (had enough 
wealth) to pay taxation to the King. It is estimated Kent had about 
90,000 inhabitants in 1377 (poll tax). The Black Plague reached 
England in June 1358 and killed about 50% of the population. So in 
1334 Kent had around 180,000 people. With just some 6% paying tax, 
they were the most affluent in society. 

The Walter family, dates back to Nicholas Walter born about 1540 in 
the parish records of Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Hawkhurst and 
Sandhurst, which are in the eastern part of the Weald of Kent (an 
ancient forest area). 

In 1334, the western Weald hundreds of Washlingstone and Somerden 
and the lowy of Tonbridge, had under <4'% taxpayers per 1000 acres. 
Settlement in this part of the Wealden forest began as late as 900- 
1200AD, and paled forests and woodlands may half the area as late as 
the sixteenth century. 

In the eastern Weald between Brenchley and Tenterden (Cranbrook 
is in the middle) settlement began between 600-800AD, with forest 
clearance probably far more extensive by the 1300s. In 1334, there 
were just 8 taxpayers per 1000 acres, much smaller than the rest of 
Kent. By the mid 1500s with the cloth industry at its height, the 
Cranbrook area in the central Weald had the highest population 
density of any region in rural Kent. 

In 1334, the eight eastern Weald hundreds were Barkley, 
Tenterden, Rolvenden, Blackburn, Cranbrook, East Barnfield, 
Selbrittenden and Brenchley. In this very area our Nicholas Walter 
was born about 1540 and living in Goudhurst. In 1334, just one 
Walter paid tax in the massive, say 50 km long, Weald of Kent. In the 
Brenchley Hundred right next to Goudhurst, William Walter 
paid 2 shillings. He was in the wealthiest half of taxpayers, remem. 
Within 8km of Goudhurst between 1560-1664: twenty one William 
Walter's were buried and twelve were married. It sure looks like I 
have found our Walter family ancestor. 


1396. Will. 16 August. John de Beggebury (Bedgebury), of 
Cranbrook. "To Robert Walter 20 shillings or a horse with my 
best saddle"." 

1426-32. Plaintiffs: Quite a few kinsmen and heirs of John son of 
Roger de Beggebery. Defendants: Robert Walter and William Leeke, 
feoffees. Subject: Forde manor in the parishes of Cranbrook, 
Goudhurst and Hawkhurst. Kent 


1348. Leedes Family origins 
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Confirmation in perpetuity by William de Ledenne (ancestor of the 
Leedes family) to his brother Stephen of 2 pieces of land and wood in 
“Tentirdenne" (Tenterden) parish above the dens of Ledenne and 


Yg olv yndenne, the one lying near land of Adam de Ygolvynden to the E., Henry atte Tonne to 
the W., Herin' called Henry and to the rest of the aforesaid Stephen's land to the S., and Thomas Watte 
de Leden to the N.; the other lying near land of Heren' called Henry , to the E., and to the rest of the 
aforesaid Stephen's land to the W., S., and N. Dated Friday the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 


Virgin Mary in the 22nd year of the reign of King Edward III [15 August 1348]. T1 1348 Kent Archive 
Office. 


1728. London. Abraham Walter, apprenticeship as a currier. 
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121. ESTHER WALTER 
Christened at London, Old Church, Saint Pancras: 23 October 1739. 
Parents Abraham Walter and Sarah Hanning. 


120. GEORGE GILLBEE Mariner. London. Dover 

Christened at Dover St Mary the Virgin, Kent: 6 October 1728. 
Parents Nicholas & Mary Gillbee. 

Married at London St Vedast Foster Lane and St Michael Le Querlo: 5 
June 1755, George Gillbee and Esther Walter. Parents Abraham 
Walter and Sarah Hanning on marriage banns. 


CHILDREN All christened in St Katherines by the Tower, 
London. 

ELIZABETH GILLBEE Born 11 July 1756. Christened 26 July 1762. 
Died 11 November 1786, Lewisham Kent. Married Henry Corbett on 
26 Mar 1776 in Deptford. 

GEORGE GILLBEE Born 14 March 1758. Christened 2 April 1758. 
WALTER GILLBEE Born 25 October 1760. Christened 25 
January 1761. Died 27 April 1851 in Fulham, London. 

JOHN GILLBEE Born 10 July 1762. Christened 20 July 1762. 
ESTHER GILLBEE Born 7 November 1763. Christened 7 December 
1763. 

HENRIETTA GILLBEE Christened About. 1770. Married Richard 
Corbett 29 December 1789 in St Leonard’s Shoreditch. 


Miscellaneous, Marriage Licence, Vicar Generals office, 4th June 
1755.Which day appeared before me personally George Gilbee and 
made oath and alleged that he is of the Precinct of St Katherine near 
the Tower of London, a batchelore aged Twenty four years and that 
he intended to marry Esther Walter of the Parish of St Vedorch 
otherwise Foster London in which Parish she hath had her usual 
abode for the space of four weeks proved a spinster or minor aged 
seventeen years by and with the consent of Abraham Walter her 
natural and lawful father, not knowing or believing any Impediment 
by reason of any Precontract entered into before the twenty fifth day 
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of March 1754, consanguity, affinity or any others (?) cause 
whatsoever to hinder the said intended marriage. And he prayed a 
Licence for them to be married in the parish Church of St Vodast 
otherwise Foster aforesaid. The appeared personally thos.d Abraham 
Walter of the said Parish of St Vodart otherwise Foster, London and 
made oath that he is the natural and lawfull father of the thos.d 
Esther Walter the minor and is consent the the above intented 
marriage.Signed George Gilbee, Abrm Walter and Cottee Ducarel. 
(the last being the official), daughter of Abraham Walter and Sarah 
Hanning. 


A number of George Gillbee's brothers migrated to Folkestone and to 
London for portions of time. On Walter Gillbee’s apprenticeship 
papers it shows his father George Gillbee: deceased, a mariner, living 


in St Olave Southwark, London. 
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242. ABRAHAM WALTER Gentleman. Currier. London. 
Cranbrook, Kent 

Christened at Hawkhurst, Kent: 6 November 1712, Abraham son of 
Jacob & Elizabeth Walter. 

Abraham Walter, son of Jacob Walter, Hawkhurst, farmer. 
Apprenticed to Robert Willis 5 November 1728 (free). Curriers’ 
Company. London. 

Married at London St Paul’s Cathedral: 16 June 1736, Abraham 
Walter & Sarah Hanning. 

Miscellaneous, Bishop of London marriage licence, Appeared 
personally Abraham Walter of the parish of St Martin in the Field in 
the county of Middlesex, Batchelor, aged 23 years and a curryer, and 
alleged that he intended to marry with Sarah Hanning of the same 
parish, Spinster aged twenty-two years. And that he knowth of no 
lawfull lot of impedimt by so or for of any precontract, sonsanguity, 
affinity or any other lawful means whatsoever to hinder the said 
inteded marriage of the truth of which he made oath an pray'd a 
license to solomize the said marriage in the Cathedral church of St 
Paul London. Abraham Walter [signed]sworn before me E Kingstrong 
[surrogate]). 

Died 9 April 1794. Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 16 April 1794, Mr 
Abraham Walter, aged 81 years. Monumental Inscription on wall of 
Cranbrook church: In the vault on the north side of Cranbrook 
Churchyard are deposited the remains of Abraham Walter, 9 April 
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1794, aged 81 years. Also the remains of Sarah his wife who died 
January 17“ 1788, aged 72 years; daughter Elizabeth Compigne and 
(her) children Sarah, Anne Theresa Elizabeth and Elizabeth Ann; 


daughter Sarah Cox. 
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243. SARAH HANNING 

Christened at Crewkerne, Somerset: 12 April 1716. Father John 
Hanning. Abode, Furland. Died at Cranbrook, Kent: 17 January 1788, 
Sarah Walter, aged 72 years. Buried at Cranbrook: 25 January 1788, 
Mrs Sarah Walter. 


CHILDREN All children, except Esther & Jacob, christened in 
Allhallows Bread St, London. 

All girls, except Anne who was married in Cranbrook Kent, were 
married in Saint Vedast Foster Lane And Saint Michael Le Querlo, 
London. 

JACOB WALTER Christened 10 June 1739. Bloomsbury, Middlesex. 
Jacob of Abraham & Sarah Walter. 

121. ESTHER WALTER Christened London Old Church, Saint 
Pancras: 23 October 1739. Married at St Vedast Foster Lane and St 
Michael Le Querlo, London: 5 June 1755, George Gillbee and Esther 
Walter. Parents Abraham Walter and Sarah Hanning on marriage 
banns. 

ELIZABETH WALTER Buried 3 April 1743. Elizabeth daughter 
Abraham Walter, currier from London. Aged 1 year. 

ELIZABETH WALTER Married David Compigne 17 June 1766. Died 
15 October 1836, aged 91 years. Buried with her parents. 

SARAH ANN WALTER  Christened March 1746. 

SALLY ANN WALTER Christened 1 February 1747. 

ABRAHAM WALTER Christened 7 April 1748. 

SARAH WALTER Christened 14 Jan 1750. Married Robert Cox 23 
May 1769. Died 18 June 1804, aged 54 years. Lived in Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire. 

ANN WALTER Christened 21 September 1751. Died before August 
1756. 

ANNE WALTER, born 31 August 1756, Christened 6 September 1756. 
Married Robert Watts on 7 August 1780. Died 10 February 1826, aged 
69 years. Dr Robert Watts practised at Cranbrook for about 50 years. 
No children. 


Abraham Walter, Currier. Apprenticeship records: 

Abraham Walter, son of Jacob Walter, Hawkhurst, farmer. 
Apprenticed to Robert Willis 5 November 1728 (free). Curriers’ 
Company. London. 

Robert Hanning Brooks, son of Thomas Brooks, Yeovil, Somerset, 
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bricklayer. To Abraham Walter 29 November 1756 (free). Curriers’ 
Company. 

Walter Gilbee, son of George Gillbee of Shad Thames (St Olave 
Southwark) Surrey (London), Mariner (deceased). To Abraham Walter 
7 Jan 1775. Curriers’ Company. 

William Hanning, son of William Hanning (deceased) of 
Whitelackington Somerset, yeoman. To Abraham Walter 20 August 
1763. Curriers’ Company. 


Will of Abraham Walter, 1788. Gentleman of Cranbrook. 

Daughters: Esther Gilbee (£8 pa, secured on Courshorn property), Sarah Cox, Ann 
Watts and Elizabeth Compigne . To Ann Watts daughter, and husband Robert Watts 
"all my property in Cranbrook except Courseborn", including Woodside, High Street 
(see below). 

David Compigne, son-in-law. To David Everest & Elizabeth his wife a copyhold 
estate in Bagnalls Marsh, Middlesex. Their children: Abraham, use of my Courshorn 
estate at Cranbrook; Elizabeth; David; Sarah and Ann. 

Henrietta Gilbee, granddaughter, lately married. £400 already transferred 25 
January 1790. 

Samuel Hanning, brother- in- law, of Size Lane, London, carpenter. 

Robert Cox son-in-law of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, gentleman. 

Late granddaughter Elizabeth Corbett (who had children). 

Annuity dividends to: Samuel Hanning, William Gilbee, etc. 

Funeral not to cost more than £20. 


18 April 1775. Abraham 
Walter of Lewisham, 
London bought 
y IT "Woodside" in High 
y in (ii Street, Cranbrook. He 
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484. JACOB WALTER Farmer at Hawkhurst. 

Christened at Sandhurst, Kent: 28 October 1686. Jacob son of Jacob & 
Frances Walter. 

Farmer at Hawkhurst on his son Abraham Walter's 1728 
apprenticeship papers. 


WALTER FAMILY. Of Kent. 30 May 2019. 


Married at East Farleigh*, Kent: 27 December 1709. Jacob Walter 

bachelor & Elizabeth Beach single woman both of Cranbrook. 

Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 14 February 1713/14, Mr Jacob Walter, 
Bishops Transcripts). 


485. ELIZABETH BEACH (BEECH) 

Christened at Maidstone, Kent: 7 July 1689, Elizabeth daughter of 
Richard & Mary Beech. *She married at East Farleigh just 3km SW of 
Maidstone. 

Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 22 June 1720, Elizabeth Walter wife of 
Jacob (James) Walter. 


CHILDREN 

JACOB WALTER Christened at Cranbrook, Kent: 30 November 
1710. Jacob (James) son of Jacob Walter junior and Elizabeth. 

242. ABRAHAM WALTER Christened at Hawkhurst, Kent: 6 
November 1712, Abraham son of Jacob Walter and Elizabeth. Died at 
Cranbrook 16 April 1794. Married at London St Paul's Cathedral: 
June 1736, Abraham Walter & Sarah Hanning. 
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968. JACOB WALTER 

Christened at Cranbrook: 3 August 1657. Jacob (James) son of Isaack 
Walter sen(io)r of Plushinghurst *, Clothyer, and Agnes Blist his wife. 
*2km SE of Cransbrook. 

Married at Wadhurst*, Sussex: 5 January 1685/86. Jacob Walter & 
Frances Ward. 

*10km W of Hawkhurst. 


969. FRANCES WARD, nee RUSSELL 

Christened at Brenzet(t), Kent: 27 June 1650, Frances daughter of 
Thomas & Frances Russell was baptized the 27th of June. 

Marriage (1): by Licence, dated 15 May 1673, William Ward* 28, 
bachelor, Sandhurst & Frances Russell, 23, single, Brookland, Kent. 
Archive: College of Arms. Married at Brookland, Kent: 27 May 1673, 
Willyam Ward & France Russell. 

Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 18 May 1735, Mrs Frances Walter, widow. 
*The Ward family of Ringlecrouch-green, Sandhurst must have been 
fairly wealthy, having a house and estates there, dating right back to 
ca 1430. 


CHILDREN Christened at Sandhurst, Kent. Parents Jacob & 
Frances Walter. 

485. JACOB WALTER Christened 28 October 1686. 

ISAAK WALTER Christened 17 January 1688. (grandfather's name) 
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ABRAHAM WALTER Buried October 1690. Son of Jacob Walter, 
gentleman. (great grandfather's name) 

FRANCES WALTER Christened 8 June 1693. 

SAMUEL WALTER Christened 14 May 1696. 
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968. ISAAC WALTER Clothyer, Churchwarden. Gentleman 
Christened at Goudhurst, Kent: 10 February 1604, Isake son of 
Abraham Walter. 

1610. 7 September. Victualler Recognizances. Thomas Leeds of 
Goudhurst, clothier. Sureties: Abraham Walter, Clothier.... of 
Goudhurst. 

1636. Cranbrook Church. Isaac Walter, clothier, overseer. 
Churchwarden, 1645-46. 

Married: Agnes (Anne) Blist. 

Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 27 December 1672, Isaac Walter senior. 


969. AGNES or ANN BLIST 

Christened at Cranbrook, Kent: 7 June 1612, Ann daughter of 
John Blist, weaver. 

Agnes, a latin name, is also Annis (Anne) in English. So possibly there 

was only one wife called Agnes, and sometimes Anne. 

Buried at Cranbrook: 16 January 1691/92, Ann Walter, widow. 


CHILDREN All christened at Cranbrook. 

From first marriage. Mother Ann. 

ISAAC WALTER Christened 1 December 1633. Son of Isacke 
Walter. Of Courshorne in Cranbrook, “gentleman” by1713'. 
February 1722/33 at Cranbrook. Mr Isaac Walter of Coursehorn, 
buried 6 December 1692. Marriage at Ticehurst, Sussex: 15 
September 1657, Isaac Walter, clothier, bachelor, son of Isaac Walter 
of Cranbrook, and Ann Lawrence spinster, daughter of Thomas 
Lawrence of this parish. Children of Isaac Walter junior of 
Courshorne, clothier and ANN LAWRANCE his wife: ELIZABETH, 
born 30 November 1658; ISAAC, born 13 July 1660, buried 22 August 
1734; LAWRANCE, christened 28 April 1662; ANNE christened 29 
May 1664, married Henry Chittenden; THOMAS, christened 29 April 
1666; JANE christened 29 March 1668; CHARLES christened 10 July 
1670, buried 1 March 1670/71. ANNE wife of Isaac Walter junior 
buried 5 July 1671. Mr Isaac Walter junior of Courshorn, buried 8 Feb 
1732/33. 

THOMAS WALTER Christened 8 January 1636/37. Son of Isacke 
Walter. Buried at Cranbrook: 7 May 1638, Thomas Walter , a child. 
AGNES WALTER  Christened 27 September 1635. Daughter of Isacke 
Walter. 
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MARGARET WALTER  Christened 23 December 1638. Daughter of 
Isacke Walter. Married 6 September 1685: Margaret Walter of 
Cranbrook, virgin, daughter of Isaack Walter of the same, clothyer, 
and William Austen of Cranbrook, gentleman, son of John Austen of 
Goudhurst, mercer. 

ROBERT WALTER Christened 5 September 1641. Son of Isacke 
Walter. Buried 1 March 1641/42, Robert Walter, a child? Or married 
at Hawkhurst: (1) 23 July 1661, Robert Walter & Mary Goodman of 
Beneden; (2) 10 September 1679, Robert Walter, widower, and Mary 
Patience, widow. 

UNNAMED child WALTER. A chrisomer of Isaac buried 7 March 
1642/43. 

JOHN WALTER Christened 6 October 1644. Son of Isaac Walter. 
Buried 10 July 1647. 

JANE WALTER Christened 20 June 1647. Daughter of Isaac and 
Anne. Buried at Cranbrook: 27 December 1694, Jane Walter? 
ABRAHAM WALTER Christened 29 October 1649. Son of Isaac and 
Anne. Married at Uddymore, Sussex: 24 September 1675, Abraham 
Walter of Cranbrook, Kent, clerk, bachelor, aged 26, and Mary King of 
Uddymore, spinster, aged 23. 

DOROTHY WALTER Christened 22 June 1651. Daughter of Isaac and 
Anne. 

STEPHEN WALTER  Christened 23 January 1652/53. Son of Isaac 
and Anne. Buried 30 June 1673, son of Isaac Walter senior. 

From second marriage. Mother Agnes Blist: 

AGNES WALTER Christened 27 September 1635, Cranbrook. Parents 
Isacke & Agnes Walter. 

ELIZABETH WALTER Born (in parish register) 26 December 1654. 
Daughter of Isaac Walter, clothier, and Agnes Blist his wife”. Buried at 
Cranbrook: 15 October 1716, Elizabeth Walter, maiden. 

484. JACOB WALTER Christened at Cranbrook: 3 August 1657. 
Jacob James) son of Isaack Walter senr of Plushinghurst *, Clothyer, 
and Agnes Blist his wife. *2km SE of Cransbrook. 

STEPHEN WALTER Buried at Cranbrook: 30 June 1673. Stephen son 
of Isaac Walter senior. Mentioned in Isaac Walter's April 1672 will as 
under 21 years. 


1 Pre-nuptial marriage settlement of John Braban and Rebecca Hodges, 1713. 23-24 
October. Mentiones Isaac Walter of Courshorne in Cranbrook, gentleman 


Will of Isaac Walter the elder. Clothier. 

Dated 15 April 1672. Proved 22 January 1672/73. 

To the poor of Cranbrook £5. To my wife Ann (Agnes), all household 
stuff in the house where I live in Cranbrook. Son Stephen when 21, 
£300. Daughter Elizabeth when 19, £200. Children of my son Isaac: 
Elizabeth, Isaac, Lawrence, Anne, Thomas, Jane, 20 shillings each. 
Children of my son-in-law Alexander Groombridge: John, Stephen, 
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Walter, 20 shillings each. Ann Austen, daughter of my daughter ? 
Austen, 20 shillings. Son Jacob Walter at 21, £200, and the house 
where I now dwell, the copper in the workhouse, implements in 
second workhouse, my brewing furnace and a wood called 
Comywood in Cranbrook. 

Son Isaac: messuage, barne, outhouses, etc, 40 acres in Amarden, a 
wood called Hathwood and a little field in Cranbrook of 2 acres. 
Daughter Elizabeth at 19: massuage, barne, etc and 18 acres of land 
in Cranbrook. Son Abraham: Half part of a messuage, 45 acres in 
Ivychurch (Kent). Son Stephen: Messuage, lands, tenements in 
Tenterden (Kent).. Overseers: Alexander Groombridge & Abraham 
Walter, 50 shillings each. 


Will of Isaac Walter. Clothier. 

Dated 19 September 1691. Proved 12 January 1692. (Buried 6 
December 1692). Daughter Elizabeth £400. Daughter Ann wife of 
Henry Chittendon 10 shillings. Son Lawrence 10 shillings. Daughter 
Jane Walter £300. Son Thomas my messuage, barne, 2 gardens, 4 
acres in Cranbrook. Son Isaac dwelling house where I now live, the 
dyehouse, all buildings etc. 12 pieces of land- 57 acres- in 

Also Heathwood and the adjoining little field. 1% acres of woodland in 
Cranbrook. Executor son Isaac. Overseers my brothers Abraham & 
Jacob Walter, 20 shillings each. 


Will of Jane Walter, spinster.Dated 23 October 1694. Proved 27 
December 1694. Sister Elizabeth £300 (legacy from her father Isaac's 
will), goods, chattels. 

also see WACHER, WALKER, WATER(S) 
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1563, 20 March. Bargain & Sale. From Anne Courthope of 
Hurstpierpoint, wid. of Henry Courthope, late of Cranbrook, co. Kent. 
gent., dec'd and Peter Courthope of Hurstpierpoint, gent. (sole s. and 
heir of Henry and Anne) and Isaac Walter the elder of Cranbrook, 
clothier and Alexander Groombridge of Cranbrook, yeo. 


2 messuages. 2 orchards and 2 gardens (2a.) in the town of Cranbrook 
now in occ. of Jeremy Bottinge and Henry Stevenson and abutting to 
the high street there to the N., to the lands once of Dence Weller and 
now of the heirs of Nathaniel Fosten to the E., and to lands formerly 
of [blank] Hartridge and now heirs of James Borgley to the S., and to 
lands formerly of [blank] Russell and now of Thomas Daniell to the W 


4 Apr 1681 Letter from Isaac Walter, Cranbrook [Kent], to Sir 
William More, Loseley, near Guildford, via the King's Head, 
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Southwark, and the carrier for Guildford at the Hart. - He has 
received forty pounds for More's use from tenants' payments of their 
‘Christmas quarter turf rent', and asks where it is to be sent. - Four 
tenants, David Wenham, Frances Ealne, Frances Harris and Jacob 
Skinner, have not paid, Wenham and Skinner claiming that Lady 
Hendley promised them abatements, and Walter requests More to 
‘write a sharp letter to them’. - With More's note of receipt for £40 
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1936. ABRAHAM WALTER Broadweaver (1608), 
Clothier(1610), of Goudhurst 

Christened at Goudhurst, Kent: 14 April 1577, Abraham son of 
Nicholas Walter. 

1610. 7 September. Victualler Recognizances. Thomas Leeds of 
Goudhurst, clothier, at the sign of The Checker. Sureties: Abraham 
Walter, Clothier.. of Goudhurst. 

Married at Cranbrook: (1) 29 April 1604, Abraham Walter & Elizabeth 
Holden (widow). 


Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 3 May 1639, Abraham Walter. 
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1937. ELIZABETH HOLDEN (widow), nee LEEDES 


CHILDREN All children christened at Goudhurst, Kent. Father 
Abraham. 

968. ISAAC WALTER Christened at Goudhurst, Kent: 10 February 

1604/05, Isake son of Abraham Walter. Isaac was a clothyer.7 

September 1610: Victualler Recognizances. Thomas Leeds of 

Goudhurst, clothier. Sureties (referee or guarantor): Abraham Walter, 

Clothier.... of Goudhurst. 1636. Cranbrook Church. Isaac Walter, 

clothier, overseer. Churchwarden, 1645-46. Married: (1) Ann (2) 

Agnes Blist. Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 27 December 1672, Isaac 

Walter senior. 

RICHARD WALTER Christened 24 November 1605. Buried at 

Goudhurst: 16 September 1621, Richard Walter son 

Married at Goudhurst: 

STEPHEN WALTER Christened 5 June 1608. Buried at Goudhurst: 22 

August 1628, Stephen Walter son of Abraham. 

ELIZABETH WALTER Christened 6 November 1608. Married (1) at 

Goudhurst: 1 May 1631, Elizabeth Walter & Robert Brook, (2) at 

Cranbrook: 5 December 1654, William Unicombe, broadweaver of 

Cranbrook, and Elizabeth Brooks, widow of Goudhurst, daughter of 

Abraham Walter, broadweaver of Goudhurst. 

MARIE WALTER Christened 2 May 1613. 

JOHN WALTER Christened 6 April 1617. 

SARAH WALTER Christened 27 Feb 1619. 


PETER WALTER Christened 7 July 1622. Baptized 7th day Peter son 


. Married at Goudhurst: 21 February 1640, Peeter 
Walter & Ellen Usborn. Children: Children: Joane (1641/42), Ellen 
(1644), Elizabeth (1646), Edward (1647), James (1648), Peeter (1649, 
1654), Joseph (1651), Marie (1657/58). Buried at Goudhurst: 25 
March 1670/71, Peter Walter. Will 1670/71, Peter Walter, 
broadweaver, PRC 11/32/270. 
RICHARD WALTER Christened 20 May 1627, son Abraham Walter. 
Buried at Goudhurst: 3 March 1638, Richard Walter son of Abraham. 


>KoK KKK 


| ee 


WALTER FAMILY. Of Kent. 30 May 2019. 


3827. NICHOLAS WALTER  Broadloom-weaver 

Born about 1540 

Buried at Goudhurst, Kent: 6 February 1589/90, Nicholas Walter, 
householder. 

1580. Will of John Sharppy, Y(e)oman. "My message in Goudhurst in 
tenure of Nicholas Walter". 


3828. ELIZABETH (in Nicholas’ will 1586) 


Buried at Goudhurst, Kent: 28 December 1591, Elizabeth Walter, 
widow. 


CHILDREN Christened at Goudhurst. Father Nicholas Walter 
RICHARD WALTER Christened 17 August 1572. Married in 
Goudhurst: 23 July 1598, Richard Walter & Ann Weast. Children: 
Solomon (1599), Nich (1603), Rich (1605, 1619), John (1608), Marie 
(1610), Lucye (1613), An (1617), Richard (1619), Judith (1623), 
Abraham (1627). Richard buried Aug 1628, or Dec 1647. 

MATTHEW WALTER Christened 25 December 1574. Children: Lettes 
(1602), Thomas (1604), Elizabeth (1610). 

1936. ABRAHAM WALTER Broadweaver (1608), Clothier(1610), of 
Goudhurst 

Christened at Goudhurst, Kent: 14 April 1577, Abraham son of 
Nicholas Walter. 

NICHOLAS WALTER Christened 3 May 1579. Buried at Goudhurst: 
21 April 1596, Nicholas son of Nicholas Walter. 

JOHN WALTER Mentioned in his father's will. 


DKK KKK 


Will of Nicholas Walter, weaver, 15 September 1586. Proved 19 


April 1590. 

to my two sons MATHEW & ABRAHAM my two looms and 
accessories. to my sons RICHARD & NICHOLAS a cow 
each. to my son JOHN 20 
shillings. to 


my wife Elizabeth, residue of moveable goods to forever, and the 
profits of my house and land for life. After her decease, my land to be 
sold and divide among my 4 sons Richard, Matthew, Abraham and 
Nicholas. Executor my wife. 


Henry VIII 
2577. Matt Walter & wife Alice to Thos Gyles. Moiety of 15a 
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land & la wood in Goudhurst. Enfeoffment. (73) 

838. Jn Fyssher & wife Thomasine to Thos Weller, Thos Pett 
&Steph Bishop. Mess, 30a land, 6a mead, 30a past, 80a wood 
& 50a waste in Cranbrook & Hawkhurst. 100 mks. (42) 


7654. MATHEW WALTER Clothmaker of Goudhurst. 
Born ca 1500. 
Died between 13 April and 19 June 1554 (will). 


7655. ALICE 
Born ca 1520. 
Died sometime after January 1557/58 (will made). 


CHILDREN 

ROBERT WALTER Born ca 1540. Children: Judith (1564), Wylliam 
(1564). Buried at Goudhurst: 9 February 1570, Robert Walter son of 
Matthew. 

3827. NICHOLAS WALTER  Broadloom-weaver. Born about 1540. 
Married Elizabeth. Buried at Goudhurst, Kent: 6 February 1589/90, 
Nicholas Walter, householder. 

1580. Will of John Sharppy, Y(e)oman. "My message in Goudhurst in 
tenure of Nicholas Walter". Wife 3828. ELIZABETH (in Nicholas’ will 
1586) 

HUGH WALTER. Born ca 1540. Married at Goudhurst: 11 October 
1562, Hugh Walter & Elizabeth Peier. Children: Edward (1563), Marie 
(1565), Thomas (1567), Abraham (1568). 


1554. Will of Matthew Walter, clothmaker. Made 13 April, proved 
19 June 1554. 

..to my wife Alice: three feather beds which she brought with 
bedding, her silver spoons, 3 kine (cows), a mare, the swine, half the 
new vessels, the round table, 2 brand irons, the tongs, fine pitchfork 
etc. Ks 
my executors to share half of my brass and wooden vessels and tubs, 
my wife the rest. 

... to my sons Robert, Nicholas and Hugh: equally divided, the 
rest of my goods and cattle. 

... to my son Nicholas (who becomes a broadloom weaver) my 
looms and accessories. ... my wife to dwell in my house called 
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Skolbe for life. If she leaves, then my son Nicholas to move in paying 
his mother's 40 shillings per year for life. you carbs 


1557/58. Will of Alice Walter, widow of Matthew. Made January 
1557/58. Proved 13 January (no year). 

... to my daughter Emma Cogger: my sidesaddle, round table, 
mattress, a heifer, a little silver spoon, some clothing. 

...to John Smersall my elder son: three platters, three pewter dishes, 
some other pewter and brass, a silver spoon. 

...to Andrew Smersall my son: my old cow, a silver spoon, some brass 
and pewter. ...to my son Thomas Sabbe: my feather 
bed, some bedding, pewter basins. ..to John 
Smersall my youngest son: my mare, two pewter platters, a silver 
spoon, a feather bed and bedding. 

..to my son Simon Sabbe: a feather bed and bedding, my red heifer, 
some pewter, a Silverstone. To Simon's wife: my best gown, some 
clothing 


Other Walter families in Goudhurst: 

Wylliam Walter. Children: Abraham buried 1559, William buried 1561, 
James (1566), Elizabeth (1579), Abigale (1586), Phebie (1591). 
Mathew Walter. Children: Robert buried 1571, Ellin (1577), Edward 
(1580), Matthew (1584), John (1587). 

John Walter. Child: Nicholas (1589). 

Henry Walter. Child: Thomas (1566). 


Walter wills, Probate Registry at Canterbury and deaths 
1553. Will. , Goudhurst,1553, A. 11 75. 
1570-71. Robert Walter. Goudhurst. 


1591. 5 Sept 1683 Elizabet buried 28 December 1591. 


Likely brothers of Nicholas Walter: Robert, Hew (Hugh), 
Matthew, Richard, William (vicar) 


1531. Will. ... "next to Matthew Walter's house and a cross called 
Austen's cross". 


Wm c 19 Nov 1564 s Robt Walter, Goudhurst. 
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WILLIAM WALTER, VICAR OF GOUDHURST. He is most likely a 
brother of Nicholas, as family vicars often returned to their roots. 21 
February 1561- 9 September 1589. Willelmus (William) Walter, 
pepetual vicar of Goudhurst. Kent. Died 9 September 1589 at 
Goudhurst. 


Wm Walter of Goodhurst, vicar. 


Children: Abraham buried 27 April 1559; Rebecca 7 June 1562 (father 
vicar); Edward 1563; Judith 25 Oct 1564 (father Vicar); Jms 9 Mar 
1566/67; Eliz 21 Sep 1579. Abigail 24 May 1586 ; 


Hew (Hugh) Walter of Goudhurst 

Marriage at Goudhurst: 11 October 1562, Hugh Walter & Elizabeth 
Peier 

Buried at Goudhurst: 26 December 1568, Hewgh Walter. poor 


Children Son/daughter of Hugh. Edward 17 Oct 1563; Mary 27 May 
1565; Thos 30 Mar 1567, buried 10 May 1567; Abraham Walter c29 
Aug 1568. 


Matthew Walter of Cranbrook/Goudhurst 


Children, Goudhurst: buried Robert 9 Feb 1570/71; Matt 17 Aug 
1572; Ellen 25 December 1574; John 3 May 1579; Edw 5 June 1580. 
John 7 Oct 1599 Cranbrook 


Probate at Canterbury: Matthew Walter of Goudhurst, 1559. A. 29. 55. 
Solomon c 23 Dec 1599 s Richard Walter, Goodhurst. 


THOMAS WALTER. Buried 28 Feb 1572/73 in Cranbrook. 
Married in Cranbrook: 11 July 1568, Thomas Walter & Agnes Earle. 


buried William 2 Oct 1561; child, buried 14 January 1569/70; 
susan walter married george brigges on 30 july 1582 at cranbrook. 
martha walter buried 20 may 1598. 

matthew waltyer married phebe Weller 24 September 1598. 


1396. Will. 16 August. John de Beggebury (Bedgebury), of Cranbrook. 


"To Robert Walter 20 shillings or a horse with my best saddle"." 
KK KKK 
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1938. JOHN BLIST (BLYST) Broadloom Weaver 
Christened at Biddenden, Kent: 14 October 1582, John Blyst, the xiiii 
was christened John the sonne of Robert Blyst. 

Married at Cranbrook: 2 February 1605, John Blist and Elizabeth 
Weller. 

Buried at Cranbrook: 22 May 1640, or 15 Feb 1665/66, plague 


1939. ELIZABETH WELLER 

Christened at Cranbrook: 3 October 1585, Elizabeth Weller. Daughter 
of Henry Weller & Dorothy Mose. 

Buried at Cranbrook: 11 December 1654, Elizabeth Blist. 


CHILDREN Christened at Cranbrook. Father Johannis (John) 
Blist. 

ANN BLIST Christened 22 April 1610. 

SUSANNA BLIST Christened 8 December 1611. 
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969. ANN BLIST Christened 7 June 1612. Father John Blist, 
weaver. 

RICHARD BLIST Christened 21 November 1613. Married at 
Cranbrook: 19 May 1639, Richard Blist & Ann Deeplake. 

JOHN BLIST Christened 3 March 1615/16. Father John Blist, 
labourer. Married at Cranbrook: 6 October 1645, John Blist & Anne 
Dove. 

JANE BLIST Christened 10 March 1615/16. Father John Blist, 
weaver. 

ELIZABETH BLIST Christened 22 September 1616. Married at 
Cranbrook: 19 November 1642, Elizabeth Blist & Nat Wiledinge. 
NICHOLAS BLIST Christened 15 November 1618. 

SILVESTER BLIST Christened 18 December 1625. 


1606 Will. Alexander Weller, broad-weaver of Cranbrook. Will 
dated 16 Jul 1606; proven: 23 Sep 1606. To my brother-in-law John 
Blist, my worst loom and 3 slays. To the said John Blist, a bed that my 
apprentice lie upon, with the things thereto belonging. 

To my: brother Stephen Weller, my other loom with slays; sister 
Jane Weller, 40 shillings; my wife Mary £5. 

Executors: My wife Mary and my brother Thomas Weller, and to 
them, the residue of my goods equally divided. My brother John 
Weller owes me & Stephen Weller £3 fifteen shillings... I will my half 


part of the debt be forgiven. 
KK KKK 


3876. ROBERT BLIST (BLYST) 
Cannot find christening, marriage, death. 


CHILDREN Christened at Biddenden. Father Robert Blyst. 

1938. JOHN BLIST (BLYST) Broadloom Weaver. Christened at 
Biddenden, Kent: 14 October 1582, John Blyst, the xiiii was christened 
John the sonne of Robert Blyst. Married at Cranbrook: 2 February 
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1605, John Blist and 1939. Elizabeth Weller. Buried at Cranbrook: 22 
May 1640, or 15 Feb 1665/66, plague 

ROBERT BLIST Christened 15 November 1584 

FRANCES BLIST Christened 26 December 1586 

BENJAMIN BLIST Christened 5 January 1588. 

ELLYN BLIST Christened 3 January 1590. 

KATORYN BLIST Christened 15 May 1592. 

MARY BLIST Christened 22 September 1594. 


Burials at Biddenden: 
11 February 1580, Robert Blyst 


The Weller family of Cranbrook were clothiers, who exercised 
social power and influence in the region. Weller's acted as 
churchwardens of Cranbrook in 1580, 1605, 1607, 1611, 1612, 1667 
and 1668. 
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In 1606, Alex Weller, broadweaver, bequeathed to P aener pe 


and to his brother Stephen Weller his other loom. 
1611. Alex Weller of Cranbrook, clothier, died and left: goods worth 
£789; tools and raw materials worth £268; finished cloths worth £336. 
He also owned several pieces of land, which were rented out, and 
which he bequeathed to his sons. His working tools went to his son 
Alexander. 
1612. Alexander's other son Richard (died 1612), was also a clothier. 
His estate was valued at £832. 
Dence Weller of Cranbrook (died 1619) had goods valued at £333), 
showing material comfort in his household goods and furnishings. 
1623. John Weller, clothier, the brother of Alexander Weller, left 
goods valued at £158. . 
1634. Stephen Weller, the elder, semi-retired by 1634 had an estate 
valued at £560, with creditors owning him £227. 
1630. Alexander Weller, the younger, died in 1630 leaving 25 finished 
broadcloths valued at £366, chattels worth £578, and £94 in tools and 
raw materials. 
The Weller family produced highly successful entrepreneurs who 
sustained their business activities over a long period, though not all of 
them were successful. By operating on a large-scale, they generated 
capital sufficient both to finance further textile manufacture and to 
invest in land which was either leased out to provide regular income; 


or farmed directly by clothiers themselves. 
KKK RK 


3878. HENRY WELLER 

Born about 1550. 

Married at Cranbrook, Kent: 14 November 1575, Henry Weller & 
Dorothy Mose. 

Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 31 December 1593, Henry Weller. No will 
found. 


3879. DOROTHY MOSE 
Married at Hawkhurst, Kent: 17 January 1597, Dorothe Weller & 


Jespar Wooden. 
Buried at Hawkhurst, Kent: 4 April 1627, Dorothe Wooden, widow. 


CHILDREN All christened at Cranbrook, Kent 

ALEXANDER WELLER Christened at Cranbrook: 7 September 1578. 
Alexander Weller* Married at Cranbrook: 22 October 1604, Alexander 
Weller & Mary Bery/ Beny Alexander Weller son of Henry, and Mary 
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Bery/ Beny. (should be Blyst, as per Alexander's 1606 will). Buried at 
Cranbrook: 19 July 1606, Alexander Weller, broad-weaver. 
STEVEN WELLER Christened at Cranbrook: 14 October 1582, Steven 
filius Henrici (son of Henry). 

JANE WELLER Christened at Cranbrook: 7 February 1584/85, Jane 
Weller*. Married at Cranbrook: 11 October 1614, Jane Weller & 
Nicholas Bate, apothecary. Nicholas Bate buried 6 August 1619. 
Married at Cranbrook: Jane Bate, widow & Elizeus (Elias) Martyn. 
THOMAS WELLER Christened at Cranbrook: 26 June 1586, Thomas 
Weller*. 

JOHN WELLER Christened at Cranbrook: 20 September 1579* or 24 
February 1588*. 

1939. ELIZABETH WELLER Christened at Cranbrook: 3 October 
1585, Elizabeth Weller*. Married at Cranbrook: 2 February 1605, 
Buried at Cranbrook: 11 
December 1654, Elizabeth Blist. 

This was constructed from: 

1. Alexander Weller, broad-weaver of Cranbrook. Will dated 16 Jul 
1606; proven: 23 Sep 1606. To my brother-in-law John Blist, my 
worst loom and 3 slays. To the said John Blist, a bed that my 
apprentice lie upon, with the things thereto belonging. 

To my brother Stephen Weller, my other loom with the slays. 

To my sister Jane Weller, 40 shillings within three months after my 
decease. 

To my wife Mary (Blist) £5. 

Executors: My wife Mary and my brother Thomas Weller, and to 
them, the residue of my goods equally divided. 

Whereas my brother John Weller owes me and my brother Stephen 
Weller £3 fifteen shillings, I will that my part of the debt, which is 45 
shillings, shall never be redeemed of him by my executors, for I do 
wholly remit it. 

2. Marriage of Alexander Weller & Mary Berry, 22 October 1604 at 
Cranbrook. Alexander Weller son of Henry, and Mary Berry. 

*No parents mentioned in the parish register entry) 


7756. RICHARD WELLER 
Born ca 1515 
Married about 1535. 


7757. CATHERINE SHARPEIGH 
Born ca 1515 


CHILDREN 
RICHARD WELLER Born ca 1535. 
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Married at Mayfield, Sussex: 11 May 1585, Richard Weller & (the very 
rich) Margaret Weston widow. 21 May 1596, Richard Weller of 
Mayfield, Sussex, yeoman, husband of Margaret, widow and executrix 
of John Weston v Thomas Holney and others. Validity of lease of 
manor of Sharnden, Sussex. 

Oct 1597 Richard Wellar v George Carleton, clerk (vicar)... will of 
John Weston... who for years held the lease of the manor of Sharnden, 
Sussex, and whose widow married the plaintiff. Richard's brother 
Alexander Weller, clothier of Cranbrook is mentioned and the 
death of his wife Margaret."! 

June 1599. Richard Weller... further court case... looks like the manor 
reverted back to John and William Weston (the widow's sons.) 
LAWRENCE WELLER Born about 1540. Married at Cranbrook, Kent: 
18 June 1565, Lawrence Weller & Sara Holter. Buried at Cranbrook: 
Buried at Cranbrook: 16 September 1597, Lawrence Weller, parish 
clerk, died of plague. 

Sara Holter. Buried at Cranbrook: 14" October, of the plague St 
Dunstan's Church, 

Children christened at Cranbrook: Agnes, 16 May 1566; Alexander, 3 
August 1567; Joan, 12 March 1570; Margaret, 15 March 1572/73; 
Thomas, 26 June 1576; Ellin, 24 March 1579; Laurence, 7 February 
1584/85. 

ALEXANDER WELLER. Born about 1540. Clothier. Married at 
Cranbrook: 5 November 1565. Alexander Weller & Elizabeth Dence. 
Buried at Cranbrook: 28 June 1596, Alexander Weller. Elizabeth 
Dence. Buried at Cranbrook: 3 March 1607/08. Children, christened 
at Cranbrook: Dence, 15 September 1566, buried 30 May 1619; 
Agnes, 4 February 1567/68; John, 24 October 1569, Gervase, 27 April 


1572; buried 19 August 1576; Richard, 18 April 1574 , 2 
September 1576, buried 10 February 1634/35; 20 March 
1577/78; Catherine, 11‘ October 1579; 20 November 


1580, buried 4 February 1611/12; 

JOHN WELLER Born about 1545. Married at Cranbrook: 9 June 
1567, John Weller & Lettice French. Lettice buried at Cranbrook: 14 
July 1628, widow. Child: probably Lawrence christened 1584/85 (or 
could be William's child), and up to seven others. 

WILLIAM WELLER Born about 1550. Married at Cranbrook: 1583, 
William Weller & Joan Johnson. 

3878. HENRY WELLER Born about 1550. Married at Cranbrook, 
Kent: 14 November 1575, Henry Weller & 3879. Dorothy Mose. 
Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 31 December 1593, Henry Weller. No will 
found. 

Children, christened at Cranbrook Alexander Weller, broadloom- 
weaver (1608 will) 7 September 1578; Steven Weller, 14 October 
1582; Jane Weller, 7 February 1584/85; 
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1939. ELIZABETH WELLER, Christened at Cranbrook, Kent: 3 
October 1585, Elizabeth Weller, Married at Cranbrook Kent: 2 
February 1605, 1938. JOHN BLIST and Elizabeth Weller. Thomas 
Weller, 26 June 1586; John Weller, 20 September 1579 or 24 February 
1588; 

Married at Hawkhurst, Kent: 17 January 1597, Dorothe Weller 
(widow) & Jespar Wooden. Buried at Hawkhurst, Kent: 4 April 1627, 
Dorothe Wooden, widow. 


Will of Laurence Weller, yeoman. 1597. Proved 24 January 
1587/98. to wife Sara, all my household stuff, my swine, poultry, 
butter & cheese, my best 2 kine (cows) my mare, half my wheat, oats 
& hay, half my messuage & lands for life. Son Alexander Weller: 
executor, reside of my goods, half my messuage & lands until 
youngest brother turns 21. Alexander shall pay my daughters: 
Joan £3 pa for life, Margaret & Ellen £20 


1596. Will of Alexander Weller the elder of Cranbrook, Kente. 
Clothier. 

Wife Elizabeth. Children: Dence, Richarde, Alexander, John, Agnes, 
Elizabeth, Katheren. Brothers: William, John, Lawrence Weller. 

... to my Brother William Weller a Dublette, paire of Venecions, 2 
paire of Stockinges. 

... to my brother Nich[ol]as Anaway my Cloake with the Sleeves of 
mallarde Cullor. 

... to Elizabeth my wyfe, all householde stuffe, £100, 2 kyne (cows), 
with my sonne John to care for them for life of my leasse on the Beech 
house. ... to my sonne Dence 
Weller £400, my sonnes Richarde & Alexander Weller £200 each, also 
Rentes or money due to them in the will my late uncle Alexander 
DENCE. ... to my daughter Agnes Weller £200 as long as 
she doesn't marry Richarde WATERMAN of Cranebroke, clothyer 

... to my daughters Elizabeth & Katheren Weller, £200 each. 

... to my sonne Richarde Weller the leasse of messuage and gardeyne 
bought from Richarde PORTRIFFE of Rye in the Countye of Sussex ... 
... to my Brother William Weller £5. 

Resydue of my goodes, debtes etc ... to my sonne John Weller, also 
executor. Overseers: my brothers John and Lawrence Weller. 40 
shillings each. 

... to Nicholas ANAWALE caring for me during my sickness 20 
shillings. All my messuages, tenementes, landes and 
heredytamentes in the Parrishes of Cranebroke, Hawkeherste, 
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Gowdeherst ,Frittenden, Rucikinge and Newe Churche in Kente ... 
Enfeoffed my Cosen William Dence of Hawkeherst yoman and my 
Brother Lawrence Weller of Cranebroke yeoman .... yearly value of 
£50, to Elizabeth my Wiefe for life, and also the messuage and 
gardeyne etc in which wydowe PORTRIFFE dwelleth in the Towne of 
Cranebroke... rents to the vicar of Cranebroke. on tO 
my sonne Dence Weller all my landes tenementes and heredytamentes 
in ... Gowdherste forever. 

... to my sonne John Weller my messuage and landes in Cranebroke 
etc rented by Edwarde COUCHMAN, my landes called the Mershe 
Landes rented by William GIBBON in ... Ruckenge and Newchurche. 
... to my sonne Richarde Weller my messuage, dyehouse, copper, 
vessells and lands rented by my brother John Weller... my messuage & 
garden rented by John NOWER and Henry SAWYER in Cranebroke ... 
all my landes in Fryttenden rented by Thomas BATHURSTE ... 

... to my sonne Stephen Weller my messuage and landes rented by 
John DAVIES, my tenementes and gardeyns rented by William Foster 
MAYLAM and John BARNES, and my Croste of Lande rented by 
Nicholas PARCKE... all in Cranebroke. Also my Feilde called Agnes 
occupied by my brother John Weller, John SHAWE and Stephen 
ROGERS ... Also my wood and woodlande called the Breeche Woode, 
paid to Elizabeth my Wyfe ... 10 loades of Billett woode and Sixe 
loades of Fagott wood. Also 10 shillings rent from messuage and 
landes occupied by Robert FORSTERS in Cranebroke ... 

... to my brother John Weller the saide messuage, barne and landes 
called Davyes and Agnes Feilde for 20 years, paying my sonne 
Stephen £14 yearly. ... to my sonne 
Alexander Weller my messuage gardeyn and 2 peeces of lande etc 
occupied by Stephen ROGERS ... and Thomas PHILLIPPE, my 4 
peeces of lande bought from Richarde PORTRYFFE of Rye ... Also my 
tenements and landes rented by COOKE the Sawyer in Cranebroke. 
Also my tenemente and landes rented by Allen WELDISHE Also my 
tenement and landes etc rented by HOPPER ... in Hawkeherste. 


Will 1606. Elizabeth Weller. Made 28 February 1606/7; proven 15 
Jul 1607. Executor my son Alex. COWCHMAN. OVERSEER: my 
brother Wm. WELLER. 

... to my three daughters Agnes BASEDEN, Eliz. COUCHMAN, & 
Cath. DENTWOOD: (1) all the chests in the house where my son Rich. 
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WELLER now dwells, with the money and goods within them; all that 
is of mine in the house of my son Alex. COWCHMAN; £100 which my 
son Rich. WELLER owes me and £10 which my son Stph. WELLER 
owes me. 

To my 3 daus. and to my son Rich., all my pewter, equally divided 
among them. 

To my son Rich. WELLER, all the wood-work household stuff that I 
have in his house, except the chests given away above. Also, to hima 
featherbed and its bedding, my carpet, my brand-irons in his parlor, 
two woollen coverlets. 

To my brother Wm. WELLER, a cloak. To my sons Dence WELLER, 
Stph. WELLER, John WELLER, Alex. WELLER, 10s each. 

All the goods bequeathed to my dau. Cath. DENWOOD shall be sold 
and the cash given to her children after the dec. of my dau. Cath. & 
her husband Francis DENWOOD. 

And similarly for the bequests to Eliz. COWCHMAN and her husband 
Alex. COUCHMAN, and for Agnes BASEDEN and her husband Thos. 
BASEDEN. 

WIT: John WELLER Junior & Stph. WELLER. 
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970. RICHARD BEECH 


Married at Maidstone, Kent: 5 September/October 1687, Richard 
Beech & Mary Twopenny. 
Buried at Boxley, Kent: 
Buried at Maidstone: 17 September 1731? 


971. MARY TWOPENNY 


Buried at Boxley, Kent: 22 July 1733, 28 January 1734/35, or 13 May 
1738. 


CHILDREN All christened at Boxley, except Margaret & Elizabeth. 

MARGARET BEECH Christened at Maidstone, Kent: 12 March 

1687/88. 

485. ELIZABETH BEACH (BEECH) Christened at Maidstone, 

Kent: 7 July 1689, Elizabeth daughter of Richard & Mary Beech. 

Married at East Farleigh, Kent (just 3km SW of Maidstone): 27 

December 1709. 484. JACOB WALTER bachelor & Elizabeth Beach 

single woman both of Cranbrook. Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 22 June 

1720, Elizabeth Walter wife of Jacob James) Walter. 

JAMES BEECH Christened 19 March 1689/90. Buried 25 March 1690 
at Boxley. 

JOHN BEECH Christened 25 December 1694 

MARY BEECH Christened 21 October 1688 

RICHARD BEECH Christened 4 July 1691. Buried at Boxley: Richard 

Beech 7 November 1693 

RICHARD BEECH Christened 9 March 1700 


29 June 1679. Navy Board: Records. IN-LETTERS. Miscellaneous. A. 
B. (Described at item level). Copy Contract between Sir Richard 
Beach and John Mason of Maidstone, Kent, timber merchant for 
various loads of timber. Enclosed in folio 375. The National Archives 


Kew - Admiralty, Navy, Royal Marines, and Coastguard ADM 
106/341/377 
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1938. THOMAS RUSSELL VICAR of Saltwood, Brenzett and 
Brookland, Kent. 

M.A (Oxford 
University) 
Christened at Cranbrook, Kent: 16 March 1605/06, Thomas Russell 


Christened at Goudhurst, Kent: 18 August 1605, Thomas Russell 


Education. Thomas Russell of Kent, pleb, Magdalen Hall, matric 23 
June 1621, aged 16 (born 1605), M.A. 25 February 1624/25. Perhaps 
vicar of Brookland, Kent. Oxford University Alumni. Vicar: (1) at 
Saltwood, Kent: curate 26 April, deacon 5 June, priest 18 December 
1637. (2) at Brenzett, Kent: 1650, daughter Frances baptism; 1654, 
wife Frances buried. (3) at Brookland, Kent, 1661-77. 


church wall. 


Married: (1) 1646. London. Holy Trinity Minories. Thomas Russell 


Buried at Brenzett, Kent: 17 (month missing) 1654, Frances the wife 
of Thomas Russell vicar was buried; 

(2) Fairfield, Kent: 25 April 1673, Thomas Russell & Mary Burr widow. 
Buried at Brenzett: between August-October 1677. 


Russell, made August, probate October 1677. 
PPr Per 
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1939. FRANCES RENOLDS, REYNOLDS 


CHILDREN 

969. FRANCES WARD, nee RUSSELL 

Christened at Brenzet(t), Kent: 27 June 1650, Frances daughter of 
Thomas & Frances Russell was baptized the 27th of June. 

Marriage (1): by Licence, dated 15 May 1673, William Ward* 28, 
bachelor, Sandhurst & Frances Russell, 23 (born 1650), single, 
Brookland, Kent. Archive: College of Arms. Married at Brookland, 
Kent: 27 May 1673, Willyam Ward & France Russell; Children 
christened at Sandhurst: Thomas Ward 18 September 1674, William 
Ward 29 March 1676/77, James Ward 2 March 1677/78. Buried at 
Sandhurst: 19 November 1677, William Ward, householder. 1677, will 
of William Ward, gentleman of Sandhurst, inventory only (only items, 
no people). *The Ward family of Ringlecrouch-green, Sandhurst must 
have been fairly wealthy, having had a house and estates there, dating 
right back to ca 1430. 

(2) Married at Wadhurst*, Sussex: 5 January 1685/86. Frances Ward. 
(wid) & 968. JACOB WALTER & *10km W of Hawkhurst. 

Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 18 May 1735, Mrs Frances Walter, widow. 
JOHN RUSSELL Christened at Brenzet(t), Kent: 17 November 1676, 
John son of Mr Thomas & Mary Russell. 

THOMAS RUSSELL. Christened at Brenzett, Kent: 20 February 1674, 
Thomas the sonne of Thomas Russell & Mary his wife. Buried at 
Brenzett, Kent: 12 January 1700/01, Thomas son of Thomas Russell 
JOHN RUSSELL. Christened at Brenzett, Kent: 17 November 1676. 
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To be buried at Brenzett. Wife Mary. Son in law William Ward, 
executor. 

Thomas Russell son of my nephew Thomas Russell. John Parker son 
of John, late of Fairefield, deceased. Witnesses Evan Jones, clerk, 
Sarah Parker, Martha What, Thomas Tounay. 


8 December 1715. Administration of goods of Thomas Russell, 
late of Brenzett to John Russell son of deceased. Bound with him 
Thomas Fullager (?) of Hawkhurst County Kent Clothier and Thomas 
Frank of city of Canterbury householder.£4000 (enough to buy 961 
cows, today's value AUD 880,000). 


DKK KKK 


3876. MANASSES RUSSELL 

Christened at Pembury, Kent: 28 April 1572, Manasses (a biblical 
name) Russell. 

Married at Cranbrook Kent: 27 August 1599, Manasses Russell & 
Marye Hunte 

Buried at Cranbrook Kent: 5 October 1625, Manasses Russell. 


3877. MARYE HUNTE 


Buried at Cranbrook Kent: 22 April 1635, Mary Russell, widow. 


CHILDREN Christened at Cranbrook, Kent. Father 
Manasses Russell 

JOHN RUSSELL Christened 14 October 1599 

CATHERINE RUSSELL Christened 1 March 1600/01. Married at 
Cranbrook, 29 April 1622 John Woodland. 

RICHARD RUSSELL Christened 4 September 1603. Married at 
Cranbrook: 6 July 1628, Alice Banks. Children: Sam (1631), John 
(1633), Thomas (1634), Mary (1636), Partridge (1637), Jane (1640), 
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Richard (1642). Buried at Cranbrook, 14 May 1668, Richard Russell 
senior. 


1938. THOMAS RUSSELL VICAR of Saltwood, Brenzett and 
Brookland, Kent. M.A (Oxford University). Christened at 
Cranbrook, Kent: 16 March 1605/06, Thomas Russell sonne of 


MARY RUSSELL Christened 14 July 1611. Buried at Cranbrook: 21 
July 1611, Mary Russell a child. 


DKK KKK 


RICHARD RUSSELL 


Married at Pembury (Papenbury), Kent: 10 October 1563, Richard 
Russell & Agnes Fyssenden 


AGNES FYSSENDEN 


CHILDREN Christened at Pembury, Kent 

JOHN RUSSELL Christened 12 February 1562/63. 

THOMAS RUSSELL Christened 10 March 1564/65 

WILLIAM RUSSELL Christened March 1564/65 

ROGER RUSSELL Christened 18 November 1565 

JOHN RUSSELL Christened 2 March 1566/67 

JANE RUSSELL Christened 24 July 1569 

3876. MANASSES RUSSELL Christened at Pembury, Kent: 28 April 
1572, Manasses (a biblical name) Russell. Married at Cranbrook Kent: 
27 August 1599, Manasses Russell & Marye Hunte. Buried at 
Cranbrook Kent: 5 October 1625, Manasses Russell. 

RICHARD RUSSELL Christened 11 April 1574. Buried 27 September 
1576, Richard son of Richard. 


Pembury Burial: 25 April 1561, Domynicke Russell 

Pembury Marriages: Agnes (1565), Richard (1563),. John (1573), 
Margaret (1576). 

Frant Marriages: Mary Russell & John Dangerfield 15 Dec 1551, 
Nicholas Russell & Elizabeth Tasset, 19 Oct 1545. 


Hadlow Marry. Laurence Russell & Annis Arnold 4 Jun 1562. 8km N. 
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Russell also Rossell: 

(1) Possibly from the Anglo-Norman nickname rus or rous (meaning 
red), the modern Norman patronymic (derived from the father's 
name) being Roussel. The suffix -ell was added to anglicize the 
surname, eg Brunell, Purcell; 


(2) 


The name may also refer to Clan Russell, a Scottish armigerous clan. 
Historian William Anderson has written that Scottish Russells from 
Aberdeenshire can trace their ancestry through local parish records, 
back to a baron Rosel who purchased estates at Aden in 
Aberdeenshire in 1333. 


The first appearance of the Russell form of the name on any Official 
record was William Russell, son of a Ralph de Rosel whose name 
appears in the Winton Domesday Book of (1107-1128). The Lenton 
Register named William Russell as Ralph de Rosel's son. (J.H. Wiffen, 
The Time of the Norman Conquest). The ancestor of the family may 
originate from le Rozel (Normandy, Cotentin, Je Roselin 1135, de 
Rosel in 1187"). 


The last recorded use of the de Rosel form of the name in England in 
any official document was in a charter by Alain Russell, who held the 
fief of the church of Donnington in Lincolnshire from his father Robert 
Russell. In 1258 Alain Russell made a charter bestowing the church of 
St. Stephen at le Plessis-Grimoult in Normandy to the local parish, in 
which he named himself Alain de Rosel, showing that he continued to 
use the older de Rosel form of the name when in France. (J.H. Wiffen, 
The Time of the Norman Conquest) The Subsidy Roll carried out in 
1327 lists 22 land owners named Russell with estates large enough to 
be taxed, but no one named de Rosel, showing that by 1327 the older 
de Rosel form of the name was no longer widely used in England. 


- 


THE SHARPEIGH FAMILY 
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Flishinghurst ( Plushinburst) manor, is 1km NW of Glassenbury, 
halfway between the towns of Goudhurst and Cranbrook. It was the 
ancient seat and inheritance of the Sharpeigh family of Sharpeigh. 
Robert de Sharpeigh lived at Cranebrooke about the beginning of 
king Edward I.'s reign (which began in 1272), witnessed a dateless 
deed of William de Brindren in this parish. Another Robert Sharpeigh, 
of the same place, appeared on an ancient roll in commission as a 
justice of the peace, towards the end Henry VII.'s reign (died 1509). 
The Sharpeighs bore for their arms, Ermine, on a bend, azure, three 
spears heads, argent. The family spread into the parishes of 
Benenden, Marden, and Staplehurst. The manor was transferred 
(confiscated?) by the early 1600s to Martin. 


Will 1548. Laurence Sharpey. Made 30 March 1548. Proved 14 
September 1552. ... to my wife Elizabeth £20. Executors: 
my sons Stephen and John Sharpey, to them the residue of my 
goods. To my son Stephen Sharpey: the house I dwell in and lands 
thereto, and the house Richard Weller (son-in-law) occupies in 
Cranbrook Parish; the land and tenement called Haselden in 
Cranbrook Parish. But my wife Elizabeth shall have the house I dwell 
in for life. To my daughter Catherine Weller 40 shillings per year 
for life, out of the lands occupied by John Peryn. The 50 marks William 
Brickenden borrowed of me and 40 shillings pa for 10 years interest 
on it, to go to the children of Richard Weller and Catherine his wife 
equally divided, except £10 I bequeathed to Lawrence Weller when 
22. 


15514. LAURENCE SHARPEY 
Born ca 1490. 
Died between March 1548- September 1552. 


15515. ELIZABETH 
Born ca 1490. 


CHILDREN 

STEPHEN SHARPEY 

JOHN SHARPEY 

7757. CATHERINE SHARPEY. Married 7756. Richard Weller. 
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1937. ELIZABETH HOLDEN (widow) 


Married at Yardley Kent: 16 October 1598, Elizabeth Godfry and John 
Holden 
Married at Cranbrook: (1) 22 October 1599, ABRAHAM WALTER & 
; (2) April 1604, ABRAHAM WALTER & 

(widow). 
1936. ABRAHAM WALTER Broadweaver (1608), 
Clothier(1610), of Goudhurst 
Christened at Goudhurst, Kent: 14 April 1577, Abraham son of 
Nicholas Walter. 
1610. 7 September. Victualler Recognizances. Thomas Leeds of 
Goudhurst, clothier, at the sign of The Checker. Sureties: Abraham 
Walter, Clothier.. of Goudhurst. 
Buried at Cranbrook, Kent: 3 May 1639, Abraham Walter. 


Cranbrook Parish, Kent. 

Was one of the largest and populous parishes in Kent. With its 10,000 
acres, a floating population and a number of distinct districts and 
hamlets. The parish church could be up to five miles away from some 
of its parishoners. In winter the tracks called roads were very deep 
and barely passable bog of mud. 

The general area retained much of its ancient woodland and had been 
settled comparatively late. Some of its hamlets and scattered farms 
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did not develop until the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and all of 
these were probably 

enclosed from the beginning. The emphasis of farming was pastoral 
rather than arable, and the forests provided work in wood crafts such 
as carpentry, turning and charcoal-burning as well as iron smelting. 
The local practice of 

partible inheritance meant that farms tended to be on the small side 
but the population which they had to support was large, and this, 
together with the greater freedom which pastoral farming brought to 
the people, provided the 

classic environment for the development of local industry.21 
Cranbrook provided a market for the surrounding parishes and had 
long been established as the centre of the cloth-making industry of 
the Weald.22 Evidence 

from family reconstitution for the period 1650-1700 confirms that it 
was a centre in which cloth-working held a greater sway even than 
agriculture. The very detailed registers of banns of marriage for the 
period 1653-1662 show 

that, among bridegrooms from Cranbrook itself (a sample of 153), 44 
per cent were occupied in the cloth industry and 29 per cent in 
agriculture, these two areas of occupation together accounting for 73 
per cent.23 If we then look at 

bridegrooms from beyond the boundaries of Cranbrook (a sample of 
221), we see that in its neighbouring parishes the reverse was true, 
with those involved in agriculture (36 per cent) predominating over 
those in the cloth industry (29 

per cent). The distinction between those involved in farming and those 
involved in the manufacture of cloth is somewhat blurred at the 
edges, however, as wealthier clothiers, like the local gentry to whose 
ranks many of 

them aspired, owned land and sometimes called themselves yeomen. 
The registers after 1662 show that work in the cloth industry 
remained a major occupation for a large proportion of men in 
Cranbrook and its environs; 

clothiers continued to be active at least to the end of the century. By 
the time of the Civil War, however, the industry was already declining. 
This decline continued in the following decades both in Cranbrook and 
in nearby Biddenden, 

the rector of which wrote in 1683: ‘The parish of Biddenden ... [is] ... 
not so populous now as formerly when the clothing trade there 
flourished.’24 

15 

Factors affecting population estimates So far, doubt has been cast 
upon the adequacy of the allowance which Wrigley 

and Schofield made for baptismal delay in the late 
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Source: E.A. Wrigley and R.S. Schofield, The population history of England 1541-1871: a 
reconstruction (Cambridge, 1989) 


CRANBROOK ONLY 

Dear Ros Ingram, 

Could you please help me? | am researching the WALTER family from 
HAWKHURST, CRANBROOK (also Plushinghurst/ Flishinghurst), 
GOUDHURST areas. 


ABRAHAM WALTER died 9 April 1794, aged 81 years, in Cranbrook. | 
believe he was christened in Hawkhurst on 6 November 1712. Parents 
Jacob Walter & Elizabeth (surname unknown). Were there any 
Abraham Walter’s born 1710-14 in Cranbrook who could fit? 


I am looking for a marriage of: JACOB WALTER & ELIZABETH 
(surname unknown) before 1713. 

| believe Jacob Walter was born 3 August 1657. Parents Isaac Walter 
Senior of Plushinghurst or Flishinghurst (1 mile NW of Cranbrook), 
clothier, and Agnes Blist his wife. 


I am looking for the second marriage of ISAAC WALTER with 
AGNES BLIST, first child Elizabeth born 26 December 1654, 
christened at Cranbrook. 


I am also looking for the first marriage of ISAAC WALTER, first child 


Isaac christened 1 December 1633 at Cranbrook. 
I am looking for the birth of AGNES BLIST, pre 1638. 
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June Greenough CRANBROOK CHRISTENINGS, HAWKHURST, 
Could you please help me? | am researching the WALTER family from 
HAWKHURST, CRANBROOK (also Plushinghurst/ Flishinghurst), 
GOUDHURST areas. 


ABRAHAM WALTER died 9 April 1794, aged 81 years, in Cranbrook. | 
believe he was christened in Hawkhurst on 6 November 1712. Parents 
Jacob Walter & Elizabeth (surname unknown). Were there any other 
Abraham Walter’s born 1710-14 in or near Cranbrook who 
could fit? 

I am looking for a marriage of: JACOB WALTER & ELIZABETH 
(surname unknown) before 1713. 

| believe Jacob Walter was born 3 Augustust 1657. Parents Isaac Walter 
Senior of Plushinghurst or Flishinghurst (1 mile NW of Cranbrook), 
clothier, and Agnes Blist his wife. 

I am looking for the second marriage of ISAAC WALTER with 
AGNES BLIST, first child Elizabeth born 26 December 1654, 
christened at Cranbrook. 


Cloth Trade 


The banning of the importing of cloth into England during the reign of 
King Edward III, around 1337, was responsible for the growth of the 
cloth industry in the Weald of Kent. Flemish cloth workers, mainly 
from the Low Countries, arrived in England and rapidly established 
the broadcloth industry at Cranbrook and the nearby parishes. Thus 
began a time of prosperity for Goudhurst, which was fortunate to have 
nearby some of the natural resources needed to aid the cloth making 
industry, e.g. water to drive the fulling mills and fullers earth whose 
absorbent quality was used with the water power to cleanse the wool 
for weaving, a process which also removed most of the wool’s natural 
grease. At one time fulling mills existed at Pattenden, Hope Mill, 
Broadford and Twyssenden. 


This “cottage” industry involved all manner of people, such as the 
women who worked part-time spinning the wool at home (hence the 
term spinster), the weavers themselves, the shearers who dealt with 
the finished product and the Clothiers, whose business it ultimately all 
was. The weavers, who worked from home, owned their own looms 
and may well have done work for more than one Clothier at a time. 
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The Weavers’ Cottages in Church Road, with their long narrow roof 
spaces to hold the looms, are a reminder of these past inhabitants. 
The Clothiers would have lived in larger houses as befitted their 
affluence, such as the present day Church House at the top of the 
High Street, opposite the Star and Eagle. 


Weavers Cottages, drawing by Len Pierce 


The industry reached its height of prosperity during the 16" century 
and continued into the 18" century albeit on a smaller scale. In 1725 
Robert Tate is recorded as having ten broadlooms in production and 
there were at least forty others still working in Goudhurst, including, 
or possibly as well as, Henry Tickner who had four narrow looms with 
which to make worsted and stocking yarn. 
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